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D.0 BICYCLE-RELATED LAWS & ORDINANCES 
 

D.1 State Regulations 
 

Because traffic regulations for Wisconsin and Minnesota are virtually the 

same with few exceptions and the Wisconsin Department of Transportation 

provides the primary oversight for the La Crosse Area Planning Committee, 

the Wisconsin State Statutes are used to illustrate the rules of the road for 

bicyclists. Any additional or contrary regulations in Minnesota are provided 

in section D.1.2 Minnesota State Statutes.  

 

 

D.1.1 Wisconsin State Statutes 
 

The regulations provided below are taken verbatim from Chapter 84 

State Trunk Highways; Federal Aid, Chapter 340 Vehicles – General 

Provisions and Chapter 346 Rules of the Road of the Wisconsin State 

Statutes. The whole of the chapters is not provided—only those 

sections that pertain to bicycle travel. Chapter 169 Traffic Regulations 

of the Minnesota State Statutes codifies the same requirements, with 

one exception provided in section D.1.3, which is not a regulation in 

Wisconsin. 

   

 

  CHAPTER 84 STATE TRUNK HIGHWAYS; FEDERAL AID 

   

84.01 Department powers and duties. 

   (35) (a) In this subsection: 

1. “Bikeway” has the meaning given in s. 84.60 (1) (a). 

2. “Pedestrian way” has the meaning given in s. 346.02 (8) (a). 

(b) Except as provided in par. (c), and notwithstanding any other 

provision of this chapter or ch. 82, 83, or 85, the department shall 

ensure that bikeways and pedestrian ways are established in all new 

highway construction and reconstruction projects funded in whole or 

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/statutes/Stat0084.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/statutes/Stat0084.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/statutes/Stat0340.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/statutes/Stat0340.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/statutes/Stat0346.pdf
https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/statutes/?id=169&view=chapter&year=2008&keyword_type=all&keyword=bike+lanes
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in part from state funds or federal funds appropriated under s. 20.395 

or 20.866. 

(c) The department shall promulgate rules identifying exceptions to 

the requirement under par. (b), but these rules may provide for an 

exception only if any of the following apply: 

1. Bicyclists or pedestrians are prohibited by law from using the 

highway that is the subject of the project. 

2. The cost of establishing bikeways or pedestrian ways would be 

excessively disproportionate to the need or probable use of the 

bikeways or pedestrian ways. For purposes of this subdivision, cost is 

excessively disproportionate if it exceeds 20 percent of the total project 

cost. The rules may not allow an exception under this subdivision to be 

applied unless the secretary of transportation, or a designee of the 

secretary who has knowledge of the purpose and value of bicycle and 

pedestrian accommodations, reviews the applicability of the exception 

under this subdivision to the particular project at issue. 

3. Establishing bikeways or pedestrian ways would have excessive 

negative impacts in a constrained environment. 

4. There is an absence of need for the bikeways or pedestrian ways, 

as indicated by sparsity of population, traffic volume, or other factors. 

5. The community where pedestrian ways are to be located refuses 

to accept an agreement to maintain them. 

 

 

CHAPTER 340 VEHICLES ɬ GENERAL PROVISIONS 

   

340.01 Words and phrases defined. 

(5) “Bicycle” means every vehicle propelled by the feet acting upon 

pedals and having wheels any 2 of which are not less than 14 inches in 

diameter. 

(5e) “Bicycle lane” means that portion of a roadway set aside by the 

governing body of any city, town, village, or county for the exclusive 

use of bicycles, electric personal assistive mobility devices, or other 

modes of travel where permitted under s. 349.23 (2) (a), and so 

designated by appropriate signs and markings. 

(5m) “Bike route” means any bicycle lane, bicycle way or highway 

which has been duly designated by the governing body of any city, 
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town, village or county and which is identified by appropriate signs 

and markings. 

(5s) “Bicycle way” means any path or sidewalk or portion thereof 

designated for the use of bicycles and electric personal assistive 

mobility devices by the governing body of any city, town, village, or 

county. 

(10) “Crosswalk” means either of the following, except where signs 

have been erected by local authorities indicating no crossing: 

(a) Marked crosswalk. Any portion of a highway clearly indicated 

for pedestrian crossing by signs, lines or other markings on the surface; 

or 

(b) Unmarked crosswalk. In the absence of signs, lines or markings, 

that part of a roadway, at an intersection, which is included within the 

transverse lines which would be formed on such roadway by 

connecting the corresponding lateral lines of the sidewalks on opposite 

sides of such roadway or, in the absence of a corresponding sidewalk 

on one side of the roadway, that part of such roadway which is 

included within the extension of the lateral lines of the existing 

sidewalk across such roadway at right angles to the center line thereof, 

except in no case does an unmarked crosswalk include any part of the 

intersection and in no case is there an unmarked crosswalk across a 

street at an intersection of such street with an alley. 

(30) “Motor bicycle” means a bicycle to which a power unit not an 

integral part of the vehicle has been added to permit the vehicle to 

travel at a speed of not more than 30 miles per hour with a 150−pound 

rider on a dry, level, hard surface with no wind and having a seat for 

the operator. 

(58) “Sidewalk” means that portion of a highway between the curb 

lines, or the lateral lines of a roadway, and the adjacent property lines, 

constructed for use of pedestrians. 

(74) “Vehicle” means every device in, upon, or by which any 

person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a 

highway, except railroad trains. A snowmobile or electric personal 

assistive mobility device shall not be considered a vehicle except for 

purposes made specifically applicable by statute. 
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CHAPTER 346 RULES OF THE ROAD 

 

346.02 Applicability of Chapter  

(4) APPLICABILITY TO PERSONS RIDING BICYCLES AND 

MOTOR BICYCLES. (a) Subject to the special provisions applicable to 

bicycles, every person riding a bicycle upon a roadway or shoulder of 

a highway is granted all the rights and is subject to all the duties which 

this chapter grants or applies to the operator of a vehicle, except those 

provisions which by their express terms apply only to motor vehicles 

or which by their very nature would have no application to bicycles. 

For purposes of this chapter, provisions which apply to bicycles also 

apply to motor bicycles, except as otherwise expressly provided. 

 

346.16 Use of controlleËǸÈÊÊÌÚÚɯÏÐÎÏÞÈàÚȮɯÌß×ÙÌÚÚÞÈàÚ and 

freeways. 

(2) (a) Except as provided in par. (b), no pedestrian or person riding 

a bicycle or other nonmotorized vehicle and no person operating a 

moped or motor bicycle may go upon any expressway or freeway 

when official signs have been erected prohibiting such person from 

using the expressway or freeway. 

 

346.23 Crossing controlled intersection or crosswalk. (1) At an 

intersection or crosswalk where traffic is controlled by traffic control 

signals or by a traffic officer, the operator of a vehicle shall yield the 

right−of−way to a pedestrian, or to a person who is riding a bicycle or 

electric personal assistive mobility device in a manner which is 

consistent with the safe use of the crosswalk by pedestrians, who has 

started to cross the highway on a green or “Walk” signal and in all 

other cases pedestrians, bicyclists, and riders of electric personal 

assistive mobility devices shall yield the right−of−way to vehicles 

lawfully proceeding directly ahead on a green signal. No operator of a 

vehicle proceeding ahead on a green signal may begin a turn at a 

controlled intersection or crosswalk when a pedestrian, bicyclist, or 

rider of an electric personal assistive mobility device crossing in the 

crosswalk on a green or “Walk” signal would be endangered or 

interfered with in any way. The rules stated in this subsection are 

modified at intersections or crosswalks on divided highways or 
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highways provided with safety zones in the manner and to the extent 

stated in sub. (2). 

(2) At intersections or crosswalks on divided highways or 

highways provided with safety zones where traffic is controlled by 

traffic control signals or by a traffic officer, the operator of a vehicle 

shall yield the right−of−way to a pedestrian, bicyclist, or rider of an 

electric personal assistive mobility device who has started to cross the 

roadway either from the near curb or shoulder or from the center 

dividing strip or a safety zone with the green or “Walk” signal in the 

favor of the pedestrian, bicyclist, or rider of an electric personal 

assistive mobility device. 

 

346.24 Crossing at uncontrolled intersection or crosswalk. (1) At an 

intersection or crosswalk where traffic is not controlled by traffic 

control signals or by a traffic officer, the operator of a vehicle shall 

yield the right−of−way to a pedestrian, or to a person riding a bicycle 

or electric personal assistive mobility device in a manner which is 

consistent with the safe use of the crosswalk by pedestrians, who is 

crossing the highway within a marked or unmarked crosswalk. 

(2) No pedestrian, bicyclist, or rider of an electric personal assistive 

mobility device shall suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and 

walk, run, or ride into the path of a vehicle which is so close that it is 

difficult for the operator of the vehicle to yield. 

(3) Whenever any vehicle is stopped at an intersection or crosswalk 

to permit a pedestrian, bicyclist, or rider of an electric personal 

assistive mobility device to cross the roadway, the operator of any 

other vehicle approaching from the rear shall not overtake and pass 

the stopped vehicle. 

 

346.25 Crossing at place other than crosswalk. Every pedestrian, 

bicyclist, or rider of an electric personal assistive mobility device 

crossing a roadway at any point other than within a marked or 

unmarked crosswalk shall yield the right−of−way to all vehicles upon 

the roadway. 

 

346.34 Turning movements and required signals on turning and 

stopping. (1) TURNING. (a) No person may: 
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1. Turn a vehicle at an intersection unless the vehicle is in proper 

position upon the roadway as required in s. 346.31. 

2. Turn a vehicle to enter a private road or driveway unless the 

vehicle is in proper position on the roadway as required in s. 

346.32. 

3. Turn a vehicle from a direct course or move right or left upon a 

roadway unless and until such movement can be made with 

reasonable safety. 

(b) In the event any other traffic may be affected by such 

movement, no person may so turn any vehicle without giving an 

appropriate signal in the manner provided in s. 346.35. When given by 

the operator of a vehicle other than a bicycle or electric personal 

assistive mobility device, such signal shall be given continuously 

during not less than the last 100 feet traveled by the vehicle before 

turning. The operator of a bicycle or electric personal assistive mobility 

device shall give such signal continuously during not less than the last 

50 feet traveled before turning. A signal by the hand and arm need not 

be given continuously if the hand is needed in the control or operation 

of the bicycle or electric personal assistive mobility device. 

(2) STOPPING. No person may stop or suddenly decrease the 

speed of a vehicle without first giving an appropriate signal in the 

manner provided in s. 346.35 to the operator of any vehicle 

immediately to the rear when there is opportunity to give such signal. 

This subsection does not apply to the operator of a bicycle approaching 

an official stop sign or traffic control signal. 

 

ƗƘƚȭƗƛɯ3ÙÈÍÍÐÊǸÊÖÕÛÙÖÓɯÚÐÎÕÈÓɯÓÌÎÌÕËȭɯȹƕȺ Whenever traffic is controlled 

by traffic control signals exhibiting different colored lights 

successively, or with arrows, the following colors shall be used and 

shall indicate and apply to operators of vehicles and pedestrians as 

follows: 

(a) Green. 1. Vehicular traffic facing a green signal may proceed 

straight through or turn right or left unless a sign at such place 

prohibits either such turn, but vehicular traffic shall yield the 

right−of−way to other vehicles and to pedestrians lawfully within the 

intersection or an adjacent crosswalk at the time such signal is 

exhibited. 
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2. Pedestrians, and persons who are riding bicycles or electric 

personal assistive mobility devices in a manner which is consistent 

with the safe use of the crosswalk by pedestrians, facing the signal may 

proceed across the roadway within any marked or unmarked 

crosswalk. 

(b) Yellow. When shown with or following the green, traffic facing 

a yellow signal shall stop before entering the intersection unless s close 

to it that a stop may not be made in safety. 

(c) Red. 1. Vehicular traffic facing a red signal shall stop before 

entering the crosswalk on the near side of an intersection, or if none, 

then before entering the intersection or at such other point as may be 

indicated by a clearly visible sign or marking and shall remain 

standing until green or other signal permitting movement is shown. 

2. No pedestrian, bicyclist, or rider of an electric personal assistive 

mobility device facing such signal shall enter the roadway unless he or 

she can do so safely and without interfering with any vehicular traffic. 

3. Vehicular traffic facing a red signal at an intersection may, after 

stopping as required under subd. 1., cautiously enter the intersection 

to make a right turn into the nearest lawfully available lane for traffic 

moving to the right or to turn left from a one−way highway into the 

nearest lawfully available lane of a one−way highway on which 

vehicular traffic travels to the left. No turn may be made on a red 

signal if lanes of moving traffic are crossed or if a sign at the 

intersection prohibits a turn. In making a turn on a red signal vehicular 

traffic shall yield the right−of−way to pedestrians, bicyclists, and riders 

of electric personal assistive mobility devices lawfully within a 

crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection. 

4. Notwithstanding subd. 1., a motorcycle, moped, motor bicycle, 

or bicycle facing a red signal at an intersection may, after stopping as 

required under subd. 1. for not less than 45 seconds, proceed 

cautiously through the intersection before the signal turns green if no 

other vehicles are present at the intersection to actuate the signal and 

the operator of the motorcycle, moped, motor bicycle, or bicycle 

reasonably believes the signal is vehicle actuated. The operator of a 

motorcycle, moped, motor bicycle, or bicycle proceeding through a red 

signal under this subdivision shall yield the right−of−way to any 

vehicular traffic, pedestrian, bicyclist, or rider of an electric personal 
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assistive mobility device proceeding through a green signal at the 

intersection or lawfully within a crosswalk or using the intersection. 

This subdivision does not affect any authorization for a bicyclist under 

subd. 2. 

(d) Green arrow. 1. Vehicular traffic facing a green arrow signal 

may enter the intersection only to make the movement indicated by 

the arrow but shall yield the right−of−way to pedestrians, bicyclists, 

and riders of electric personal assistive mobility devices lawfully 

within a crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection. 

When the green arrow signal indicates a right or left turn traffic shall 

cautiously enter the intersection. 

2. No pedestrian, bicyclist, or rider of electric personal assistive 

mobility device facing such signal shall enter the roadway unless he or 

she can do so safely and without interfering with any vehicular traffic. 

(2) In the event an official traffic signal is erected and maintained at 

a place other than an intersection, the provisions of this section are 

applicable except as to those provisions which by their nature can have 

no application. Any stop required shall be made at a sign or marking 

on the pavement indicating where the stop shall be made, but in the 

absence of any such sign or marking the stop shall be made at the 

signal. 

 

346.38 Pedestrian control signals. Whenever special pedestrian control 

signals exhibiting the words “Walk” or “Don’t Walk” are in place, such 

signals indicate as follows: 

(1) WALK. A pedestrian, or a person riding a bicycle or electric 

personal assistive mobility device in a manner which is consistent with 

the safe use of the crossing by pedestrians, facing a “Walk” signal may 

proceed across the roadway or other vehicular crossing in the direction 

of the signal and the operators of all vehicles shall yield the 

right−of−way to the pedestrian, bicyclist, or electric personal assistive 

mobility device rider. 

(2) DON’T WALK. No pedestrian, bicyclist, or rider of an electric 

personal assistive mobility device may start to cross the roadway or 

other vehicular crossing in the direction of a “Don’t Walk” signal, but 

any pedestrian, bicyclist, or rider of an electric personal assistive 

mobility device who has partially completed crossing on the “Walk” 
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signal may proceed to a sidewalk or safety zone while a “Don’t Walk” 

signal is showing. 

 

346.79 Special rules applicable to bicycles. Whenever a bicycle is 

operated upon a highway, bicycle lane or bicycle way the following 

rules apply: 

(1) A person propelling a bicycle shall not ride other than upon or 

astride a permanent and regular seat attached thereto. 

(2) (a) Except as provided in par. (b), no bicycle may be used to 

carry or transport more persons at one time than the number for which 

it is designed. 

(b) In addition to the operator, a bicycle otherwise designed to 

carry only the operator may be used to carry or transport a child 

seated in an auxiliary child’s seat or trailer designed for attachment to 

a bicycle if the seat or trailer is securely attached to the bicycle 

according to the directions of the manufacturer of the seat or trailer. 

(3) No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle 

or article which prevents the operator from keeping at least one hand 

upon the handle bars. 

(4) No person riding a bicycle shall attach himself or herself or his 

or her bicycle to any vehicle upon a roadway. 

(5) No person may ride a moped or motor bicycle with the power 

unit in operation upon a bicycle way. 

   

346.80 Riding bicycle or electric personal assistive mobility device on 

roadway. (1) In this section, “substandard width lane” means a lane 

that is too narrow for a bicycle or electric personal assistive mobility 

device and a motor vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane. 

(2) (a) Any person operating a bicycle or electric personal assistive 

mobility device upon a roadway at less than the normal speed of traffic 

at the time and place and under the conditions then existing shall ride 

as close as practicable to the right−hand edge or curb of the 

unobstructed traveled roadway, including operators who are riding 2 

or more abreast where permitted under sub. (3), except: 

1. When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the 

same direction. 
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2. When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private 

road or driveway. 

3. When reasonably necessary to avoid unsafe conditions, including 

fixed or moving objects, parked or moving vehicles, pedestrians, 

animals, surface hazards or substandard width lanes that make it 

unsafe to ride along the right−hand edge or curb. 

(b) Notwithstanding par. (a), any person operating a bicycle or 

electric personal assistive mobility device upon a one−way highway 

having 2 or more lanes available for traffic may ride as near the 

left−hand edge or curb of the roadway as practicable. 

(c) Any person operating a bicycle or electric personal assistive 

mobility device upon a roadway shall exercise due care when passing 

a standing or parked vehicle or a vehicle proceeding in the same 

direction and, when passing a standing or parked vehicle that is a 

school bus that is not displaying flashing red warning lights as 

provided in s. 346.48 (1) or a motor bus, shall allow a minimum of 3 

feet between the bicycle or electric personal assistive mobility device 

and the vehicle. 

(3) (a) Persons riding bicycles or electric personal assistive mobility 

devices upon a roadway may ride 2 abreast if such operation does not 

impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic. Bicycle or 

electric personal assistive mobility device operators riding 2 abreast on 

a 2−lane or more roadway shall ride within a single lane. 

(b) Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway may not ride more than 

2 abreast except upon any path, trail, lane or other way set aside for 

the exclusive use of bicycles and electric personal assistive mobility 

devices. 

(4) No person may operate a bicycle, electric personal assistive 

mobility device, or moped upon a roadway where a sign is erected 

indicating that bicycle, electric personal assistive mobility device, or 

moped riding is prohibited. 

(5) Except as provided in ss. 346.23, 346.24, 346.37, and 346.38, 

every rider of a bicycle or electric personal assistive mobility device 

shall, upon entering on a highway, yield the right−of−way to motor 

vehicles. 
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346.803 Riding bicycle or electric personal assistive mobility device 

on bicycle way. (1) Every person operating a bicycle or electric 

personal assistive mobility device upon a bicycle way shall: 

(a) Exercise due care and give an audible signal when passing a 

bicycle or electric personal assistive mobility device rider or a 

pedestrian proceeding in the same direction. 

(b) Obey each traffic signal or sign facing a roadway which runs 

parallel and adjacent to a bicycle way. 

(2) Every person operating a bicycle or electric personal assistive 

mobility device upon a bicycle way open to 2−way traffic shall ride on 

the right side of the bicycle way. 

(3) Every operator of a bicycle or electric personal assistive mobility 

device entering a bicycle way shall yield the right−of− way to all 

bicycles and pedestrians in the bicycle way. 

(4) Except as provided in s. 349.236 (1) (bm), a person may operate 

an electric personal assistive mobility device upon any bicycle path. 

 

346.804 Riding bicycle on sidewalk. When local authorities under s. 

346.94 (1) permit bicycles on the sidewalk, every person operating a 

bicycle upon a sidewalk shall yield the right−of−way to any pedestrian 

and shall exercise due care and give an audible signal when passing a 

bicycle or electric personal assistive mobility device rider or a 

pedestrian proceeding in the same direction. 

 

346.94 Miscellaneous prohibited acts. (1) DRIVING ON SIDEWALK. 

The operator of a vehicle shall not drive upon any sidewalk area 

except at a permanent or temporarily established driveway unless 

permitted to do so by the local authorities. 

 

 

D.1.2 2009 Wisconsin Act 22 
 

This act amends 346.80 (2) (c) and creates 346.94 (20) and 346.95 (10) of 

the statutes relating to passing parked motor vehicles and opening 

motor vehicle doors on highways and providing a penalty. This Act 

was enacted on June 8, 2009. 
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Previously, the onus was entirely on the bicyclist to avoid getting 

“doored” by a parked motorist opening a vehicle door. The law 

required (and still requires) bicyclists to pass at a minimum of three ft; 

however, the new law puts the onus on the parked motorist to ensure 

the roadway is clear of all vehicles before opening a vehicle door. 
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D.1.3 Minnesota State Statutes 
 

The regulations pertaining to bicycles in Chapter 169 Traffic 

Regulations of the Minnesota statutes are identical in intent to the 

regulations pertaining to bicycles in the Wisconsin statutes (Chapter 

346), with the exception that Minnesota requires motorists to pull into 

the bike lane when making a right turn. Wisconsin statutes do not 

address motorists turning right in relation to a bike lane. 

 

169.19 TURNING, STARTING, AND SIGNALING. 

Subdivision 1. Turning at intersection. The driver of a vehicle 

intending to turn at an intersection shall do so as follows: 

(g) Whenever it is necessary for the driver of a motor vehicle to 

cross a bicycle lane adjacent to the driver's lane of travel to make a 

turn, the driver shall drive the motor vehicle into the bicycle lane prior 

to making the turn, and shall make the turn, yielding the right-of-way 

to any vehicles approaching so close thereto as to constitute an 

immediate hazard. 

 

 

D.2 Local Bicycle Ordinances 
 

Within the planning area, the cities of La Crescent, La Crosse, and Onalaska, 

and the Village of West Salem have ordinances that directly address 

bicyclists. The Village of Holmen explicitly adopts in section 180-1 of Chapter 

180 Vehicles and Traffic the state traffic laws of provisions not addressed in 

the ordinance. La Crosse County explicitly adopts in Chapter 7 Traffic Code 

all of the state regulations pertaining to bicycle operation as well as other 

state regulations. Some of the towns have their own ordinances, but none 

address traffic and are subject to state regulations. 

 

 

http://www.holmenwi.com/ordinances/ordinances/1845%20180.htm
http://www.holmenwi.com/ordinances/ordinances/1845%20180.htm
http://www.co.la-crosse.wi.us/code/pdf/Chapter%207%20Traffic%20Code.pdf
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D.2.1 City of La Crescent 
 

TITLE VII TRAFFIC CODE CHAPTER 70 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 

 

Section 70.07 Bicycles 

 

(A) Definition. For the purpose of this chapter, the following 

definition shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or 

requires a different meaning. 

 

BICYCLE.  Any device propelled by human power upon which 

any person may ride, having two tandem wheels, or any device 

generally recognized as a bicycle though equipped with two 

front or two rear wheels. 

        

(B) Rules for operation.  

 

(1) Rights and responsibility of bicyclist. Every person riding a 

bicycle upon a roadway shall be granted all of the rights and 

shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of 

a vehicle by the laws of the state and the traffic regulations 

of this city except as those regulations which by their nature 

can have no application to bicycles. 

 

(2) Manner of riding. A person propelling a bicycle shall not 

ride other than upon or astride a permanent and regular seat 

attached thereto. 

 

(3) Number riding. No bicycle shall be used to carry more 

persons at one time than the number for which it is designed 

and equipped. 

 

(4) Attachment to other vehicles. No person riding upon any 

bicycle shall attach it or himself to any vehicle upon a street, 

alley, or other roadway. 

 

http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/Minnesota/crescent/titleviitrafficcode/chapter70trafficregulations?f=templates$fn=document-frame.htm$3.0$vid=amlegal:lacrescent_mn
http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/Minnesota/crescent/titleviitrafficcode/chapter70trafficregulations?f=templates$fn=document-frame.htm$3.0#JD_70.07
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(5) Riding abreast. Every person operating a bicycle upon a 

street, alley, or other roadway shall ride as near to the right 

side of the roadway as practicable, exercising due care when 

passing a standing vehicle or one proceeding in the same 

direction. 

 

(6) Carrying articles. No person operating a bicycle shall carry 

any package, bundle, or article which prevents the driver 

from keeping at least one hand upon the handle bars. 

 

(7) Where to ride. No person shall ride a bicycle upon a 

sidewalk within a business district, nor shall a rider use the 

roadway when a useable path for bicycles has been provided 

adjacent to such roadway. 

 

(8) Pedestrians have right-of-way. Whenever any person is 

riding a bicycle upon a sidewalk, such person shall yield the 

right-of-way to any pedestrian and shall give audible signal 

before overtaking and passing such pedestrian. 

      

(C) Equipment.  

            

(1) Night driving requirements. Every bicycle when in use at 

nighttime shall be equipped with a lamp on the front which 

shall emit a white light visible from a distance of at least 500 

feet to the front and with a red reflector on the rear of a type 

approved by the Commissioner of Highways for the state 

which is visible from all distances from 50 feet to 300 feet to 

the rear when directly in front of lawful upper beams of 

head lamps on a motor vehicle. A lamp emitting a red light 

visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear may be used in 

addition to the red reflector. 

 

(2) Brakes. Every bicycle shall be equipped with a brake which 

will enable the operator thereof to make the braked wheels 

skid on dry, level, clean pavement. 
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(D) Parent's responsibility. It is unlawful for the parent of any 

minor child and the guardian of any ward to authorize or 

knowingly permit his child or ward to violate any provisions of 

this section, and violation of this section shall be deemed a petty 

misdemeanor. 

 

 

D.2.2 City of La Crosse 
 

CHAPTER 9 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 

 

9.15 Registration and Regulation of Bicycles 

 

(A) Definitions.  (As used in this Section.) 

 

(1) "Bicycle" means every device propelled by the feet acting 

upon pedals and having wheels, any two of which are not 

less than 14 inches in diameter. 

 

(2) "Bicycles Lane" means that portion of a roadway set aside for 

exclusive use of bicycles and so designated by appropriate 

signs and markings by the responsible governing body. 

 

(3) "Bike Route" means any bicycle lane, bicycle way or 

highway which has been duly designated by the responsible 

governing body and identified by appropriate signs and 

markings. 

 

(4) "Bicycle Way" means any path or sidewalk, or portion 

thereof, designated for the use of bicycles by the responsible 

governing body. 

 

(5) "Identification Tag" means a metal plate or sticker indicating 

that a bicycle is registered. 

 

 

http://www.cityoflacrosse.org/index.asp?NID=608
http://www.cityoflacrosse.org/index.asp?NID=608
http://www.cityoflacrosse.org/index.asp?NID=609
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(B) Operating Rules. No person operating a bicycle upon any 

highway, bicycle path or bicycle way within the City shall fail to 

observe all applicable traffic regulations of the municipality and 

State or to comply with the following regulations: 

   

(1) Carrying Extra Passengers. Bicycle operators shall not use a 

bicycle, except a tandem, to carry another person; provided, 

a bicycle operator may carry a child securely attached to his 

or her person in a back pack or sling and may carry another 

person on a bicycle if it is equipped with a child's seat 

securely attached to and properly designed for use on a 

bicycle. 

 

(2) Stunt or Trick Riding. No person operating or pedaling a 

bicycle shall participate in any trick or stunt riding or racing 

on any highway within the City unless such race or contest 

is held pursuant to permission granted by the authority 

having jurisdiction over the highway. 

 

(3) Towing With Bicycle. No person riding or operating a 

bicycle shall tow, drag or cause to be drawn behind the 

bicycle, any person on roller skates, coaster sled, or any 

other type of conveyance not designed to be towed by a 

bicycle. 

 

(4) Obedience to Traffic Control Devices. Any person 

operating a bicycle shall obey the instructions of official 

Traffic Control Devices applicable to vehicles unless 

otherwise directed by a law enforcement officer. 

 

(5) Speed. No person shall operate a bicycle at a speed greater 

than is reasonable and prudent under existing conditions or 

in excess of any posted speed limit. 

 

(6) Riding on Sidewalks. No person shall ride a bicycle on any 

public sidewalk in the business district, or past any building 

which has any entrance or exit abutting on the sidewalk.  



2035 Coulee Regional Bicycle Plan 
 
 

 

   

 
 D-18   

Except as herein specified, it shall be lawful to ride on any 

public sidewalk provided that a reasonable rate of speed is 

maintained and every person operating a bicycle upon a 

sidewalk shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian and 

shall exercise due care and give an audible signal when 

passing a bicycle or electric personal assistive mobility 

device or a pedestrian proceeding in the same direction.  If 

unable to pass in a safe manner the operator shall dismount 

from the bicycle and push it past the pedestrian.  (Ord. #4272 

– 8/11/05) 

 

(C) Bicycle Parking. No person shall park any bicycle against 

windows or in the main traveled portion of any sidewalk or 

highway nor in such manner as to constitute a hazard to 

pedestrians, traffic or property.  If there is no bicycle rack or other 

facility intended to be used for the parking of bicycles in the 

vicinity, the operator may park a bicycle on the sidewalk in an 

upright position parallel to and within 24 inches of the curb. 

 

 

D.2.3 City of Onalaska 
 

TITLE 10 CHAPTER 2 BICYCLES 

 

Sec. 10-2-1 Definitions. 

 

The following definitions shall be applicable in this Chapter: 

 

(a) Bicycle. Every device propelled by the feet acting upon pedals 

and having wheels, any two (2) of which are not less than 

fourteen (14) inches in diameter. 

 

(b) Bicycles' Lane. That portion of a roadway set aside for exclusive 

use of bicycles and so designated by appropriate signs and 

markings by the responsible governing body. 

 

http://www.cityofonalaska.com/meetings/Ordinances.html
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(c) Bike Route. Any bicycle lane, bicycle way or highway which 

has been duly designated by the responsible governing body 

and identified by appropriate signs and markings. 

 

(d) Bicycle Way. Any path or sidewalk, or portion thereof, 

designated for the use of bicycles by the responsible governing 

body. 

 

(e) Carrier. Any device attached to a bicycle designed for carrying 

articles.  

 

(f) Identification Tag. A metal plate or sticker indicating that a 

bicycle is registered. 

 

(g) Right-of-Way. The right of one vehicle or pedestrian to proceed 

in a lawful manner in preference to another vehicle or 

pedestrian approaching under such circumstances of direction, 

speed and proximity as to give rise to danger of collision unless 

one grants precedence to the other. 

 

Sec. 10-2-2 Manner of Operation Restricted. 

 

No bicycle shall be allowed to proceed in any street in the City by 

inertia or momentum with the feet of the rider removed from the 

bicycle pedals. No rider of a bicycle shall remove both hands from the 

handlebars or practice any trick or fancy riding in any street in the City 

nor shall any bicycle rider carry or ride any other person so that two 

(2) persons are on the bicycle at one time, unless a seat is provided for 

a second person. 

 

Sec. 10-2-3 Lighting and Other Equipment. 

 

No person shall operate a bicycle upon a highway unless equipped as 

required in Sec. 347.489, Wis. Stats. 
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Sec. 10-2-4 Parking a Bicycle. 

 

No person shall leave a bicycle at such a place or in such a way as to 

create a hazard to pedestrians, automobile operators or to anyone else. 

Bicycles shall be parked either upon the roadway against the curb, in 

bicycle racks or, if on the sidewalk, in such a manner as to afford the 

least obstruction to pedestrian traffic, and not in such a manner as to 

obstruct the ingress and egress to buildings used by the public. If there 

is no bicycle rack or other facility intended to be used for the parking 

of bicycles in the vicinity, the operator may park a bicycle on the 

sidewalk in an upright position parallel to and within twenty-four (24) 

inches of the curb. 

 

Sec. 10-2-5 Rules of the Road. 

 

The provisions of Chapters 346 and 347, Wis. Stats., and applicable 

City Ordinances shall govern the operation of bicycles where 

appropriate. 

 

Sec. 10-2-6 Bicycle Regulations. 

 

(a) Rules for Turning. 

 

(1) Signal Required. No bicycle operator shall suddenly stop, 

slow down or turn without giving an arm signal required by 

state law for the operation of motor vehicles. 

 

(2) Prohibited Turns. Whenever a uniform traffic control device 

is erected indicating that no right or left turn or U-turn is 

permitted, no person operating a bicycle shall disobey the 

direction of such device, except after dismounting from the 

bicycle to make such turn, in which event said person shall 

then obey the regulations, ordinances and laws applicable to 

pedestrians. 

 

(3) Right Turns. Every person operating a bicycle intending to 

turn to the right at an intersection, alley or driveway shall 
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approach the turning point in the line of traffic nearest the 

right-hand curb of the street. 

 

(4) Left Turns. Every person operating a bicycle intending to 

turn left at an intersection or to enter an alley or driveway 

shall approach the point of turning in the line of traffic 

nearest to the center of the roadway and shall pass to the left 

of the center of the intersection before turning unless 

otherwise directed by official traffic control devices. At 

intersections where traffic is moving in the opposite 

direction, if it is not safe for the operator to make a left turn 

as above described, he or she shall stay in the right-hand 

lane and drive to the opposite corner, dismount and walk 

the bicycle to the left-hand corner and proceed. A bicycle 

operator may also make a left turn by driving to the opposite 

corner and then turning left and driving in a normal driving 

position. 

 

(b) Trick Riding. No person shall operate a bicycle upon the streets 

of said City without having manual control of the handlebars or 

operate a bicycle in any other manner which necessitates the 

element of unusual extraordinary skill and involves 

unnecessary risk. 

 

(c) Carrying Extra Passengers. Bicycle operators shall not use a 

bicycle, except a tandem, to carry another person; however, a 

bicycle operator may carry a child securely attached to his or 

her person in a back pack or sling and may carry a child on a 

bicycle in a child's seat securely attached to and properly 

designed for use on a bicycle. 

 

(d) Emerging From Alley or Driveway. The operator of a bicycle 

emerging from an alley, driveway or building shall, upon 

approaching a sidewalk or the sidewalk area extending across 

any alleyway, yield the right-of-way to all pedestrians and, 

upon entering the roadway, shall yield the right-of-way to all 

vehicles approaching on said roadway. 
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(e) Bicycles Not to be Pulled by Moving Vehicles. No person 

riding upon a bicycle shall cling or attach himself or his bicycle 

to any other moving vehicle upon a street or highway, nor shall 

the operator of any such bicycle tow or draw any coaster 

wagon, sled, person on roller skates, toy vehicles or any other 

similar vehicle on such highway. 

 

(f) Speed. No person shall operate a bicycle at a speed greater than 

is reasonable and prudent under existing conditions or in excess 

of any posted speed limit. 

 

(g) Sidewalk Operation. The operation of bicycles on the public 

sidewalks is permitted provided that every person operating a 

bicycle on a sidewalk shall yield the right-of-way to any 

pedestrian and shall exercise due care and give an audible 

signal when passing a bicycle rider or pedestrian proceeding in 

the same direction. 

 

(h) Bicycle Parking. No person shall park any bicycle against 

windows or in the main traveled portion of any sidewalk or 

highway nor in such manner as to constitute a hazard to 

pedestrians, traffic or property. If there is no bicycle rack or 

other facility intended to be used for the parking of bicycles in 

the vicinity, the operator may park a bicycle on the sidewalk in 

an upright position parallel to and within twenty-four (24) 

inches of the curb. 

 

No person shall chain a bicycle to any post, pole, tree or other 

structure located upon the right-of-way of any highway except 

to a rack expressly provided therefore. 

 

Sec. 10-2-7 Inspection and Registration of Bicycles. 

 

(a) Registration Required. No person shall operate a bicycle upon 

any street, sidewalk, public property, bicycle pathway or public 

highway within the City of Onalaska unless said bicycle shall 
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first have been properly registered and an identification tag 

attached as hereinafter provided. 

 

(b) Form of Registration. 

(1) How Made. Registration shall be made by filing with the 

Onalaska Police Department on forms provided by the City 

of Onalaska giving the name, address and age of the owner 

and a complete description of the bicycle, including the 

name of the manufacturer, style, model, frame number and 

color. 

 

(2) Registration Fee. The fee for registration of a bicycle shall be 

Two Dollars ($2.00). 

 

(3) Identification Tag. The registering employee or officer shall 

issue to the registrant a registration slip and an identification 

tag. The identification tag shall be immediately affixed to the 

registered bicycle, be serially numbered to correspond with 

the registration number and shall be firmly attached to the 

bicycle for which issued and kept visible and clean at all 

times. 

 

(4) Unsafe Bicycles Not to Be Registered. No bicycle shall be 

registered which is in an unsafe mechanical condition. 

 

(5) Record of Registration. A duplicate registration slip shall be 

filed with the Police Department as a public record. In the 

event of theft or loss of an identification tag, a duplicate tag 

shall be issued for a fee of Two Dollars ($2.00). 

 

(6) Period of Registration. All bicycle registrations shall be 

effective and valid as long as the owner retains title and 

possession of the bicycle. 

 

(7) Owner to Register. The licensing authority shall not register 

any bicycle which it knows or has reasonable grounds to 
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believe is not owned by or lawfully in the possession of the 

applicant. 

 

(8) Change of Ownership. All bicycles must be registered 

within ten (10) days of purchase. Within ten (10) days after 

any bicycle registered as provided herein is sold or 

transferred to a new owner or dismantled and taken out of 

operation, the person in whose name the bicycle is registered 

shall report such information to the Police Department. The 

Police Department shall thereupon cancel the registration of 

the bicycle and the new owner, if any, shall be responsible 

for obtaining a new registration. In the case of dismantling 

or taking out of operation, the owner shall notify the Police 

Department. 

 

(c) Responsibility of Parent or Guardian. No parent or guardian 

of any child shall authorize, or knowingly permit, such child to 

violate any of the provisions of this Section or of any ordinance 

or state law applicable to the registration or operation of 

bicycles. 

 

(d) Bicycles to be Kept in Safe Condition. No bicycle shall be 

registered which is in an unsafe mechanical condition. The 

Chief of Police shall have authority to suspend the registration 

of and remove the identification tag from any bicycle or to 

impound any bicycle operated contrary to any State law or City 

Ordinance, or which is being operated in an unsafe mechanical 

condition. Such suspension and removal or impounding shall 

continue for a period not to exceed ten (10) days, but the 

registration shall not be reinstated or such identification tag 

replaced while such bicycle is in unsafe condition. Such 

suspension and removal shall be in addition to other penalties 

provided for herein. 

 

(e) Change of Ownership. Within ten (10) days after any bicycle 

registered hereunder shall have changed ownership or been 

dismantled and taken out of operation, such information shall 
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be reported to the Police Department by the person in whose 

name the bicycle has been registered. 

 

(f) Registration to be Displayed. The identification tag issued 

under this Section shall be affixed to the registered bicycle so as 

to be plainly seen and read and shall remain so affixed until 

ordered removed by the Police Department for cause, or until 

expiration of the registration. 

 

(g) Exemption from Registration. Any non-resident may operate a 

bicycle which is duly registered in any municipality without 

obtaining local registration if a valid identification tag is 

attached thereto. 

 

(h) Removal and Alteration of Identification Tags. 

(1) Removal Prohibited. No person shall remove an 

identification tag from a bicycle during the period for which 

issued except upon a transfer of ownership or when the 

bicycle is dismantled and no longer operated upon any 

highway within the City. 

 

(2) Alteration Prohibited. No person shall alter or counterfeit 

any identification tag. 

 

(i) Unclaimed or Unidentified Bicycles. All abandoned or 

unidentified bicycles shall be delivered to the Police 

Department for storage, and all such bicycles remaining in the 

hands of the Police Department at the end of thirty (30) days 

may be sold at auction. 

 

 

D.2.4 Village of West Salem 
 

CHAPTER 6 TRAFFIC SECTION 6.11 BICYCLES 

 

6.11 Regulation of Bicycles. All the provisions set forth in the 

http://www.westsalemwi.com/pdf/pdf/chapter06.pdf
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State Motor Vehicle Laws regulating the operation of bicycles is hereby 

adopted by reference, including chapters 346 and 347, Wis. Stats. 

 

(A) Operating Rules. No person operating a bicycle upon any 

highway within the Village of West Salem shall fail to observe 

all applicable traffic regulations of the Village and State or to 

comply with the following regulations: 

 

(1) Riding on Sidewalks. No person shall ride or park his or 

her bicycle on any public sidewalk in the business district. 

 

(2) Stunt or Trick Riding. No person operating a bicycle on any 

street, public sidewalk, or highway shall perform tricks or 

stunts or participate in any racing. 

 

(3) Speed. No person shall operate a bicycle at a speed greater 

than is reasonable and prudent under existing conditions or 

in excess of any posted speed limit. 

 

(4) Towing with Bicycle. No person operating a bicycle shall 

tow, drag or cause to be drawn behind the bicycle, any 

person on roller skates, coaster sled, or any other type of 

conveyance not designed to be towed by a bicycle. 

 

(5) Carrying Extra Passengers. Bicycle operators shall not use a 

bicycle, except a tandem, to carry another person; provided, 

a bicycle operator may carry a child securely attached to his 

or her person in a back pack or sling and may carry another 

person on a bicycle if it is equipped with a child's seat 

securely attached to and properly designed for use on a 

bicycle. 

 

(B) Bicycle Parking. No person shall park any bicycle against 

windows or in the main traveled portion of any sidewalk or 

highway nor in such a manner to constitute a hazard to 

pedestrians, traffic, or property. 
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(C) Enforcement. 

(1) Juvenile Offenders Under Age 16. Any offender under the 

age of 16 years who shall disregard the rules and regulations 

governing the operation of bicycles in this Section shall: 

 

(a) for the first offense--be issued a violation notice and a 

copy thereof with a letter sent to his/her parent or 

guardian. 

 

(b) for the second offense--be issued a violation notice and 

requested to appear at the police station with his/her 

parents. 

 

(c) for the third and each subsequent offense--be issued a 

violation notice and subject to a forfeiture. 

 

(2) Offenders Age 16 or Older. Any person having reached the 

age of 16 may: 

 

(a) for the first offense--be issued a written warning or 

uniform citation, at the officer's discretion. 

 

(b) on the second and each subsequent offense--a uniform 

citation shall be issued and the violator required to 

appear in traffic court. 
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